
Learn More About the 
SYTA Youth Foundation

2017 SYTA Annual Conference 
Saturday, August 25th

3:30PM-4:00PM
4:00PM-4:30PM
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SYF Board of Trustees Facilitators 
Why I Got Involved?

• Sheelagh Wylie, Chair

• Bruce Rickert, Vice Chair

• Eric Marshall, Past Chair

• Bud Geissler, Incoming Vice Chair

• Cindy Brown, Secretary



Our Community 

• SYTA represents the student travel industry and 
provides business opportunities and resources for its 
association members. 

• The SYTA Youth Foundation is the non-profit arm of 
SYTA and provides travel to students who would not be 
able to travel. 

• Teach & Travel is our brand that reaches the traveling 
educational community. 



SYF Mission Statement

The SYTA Youth Foundation’s mission is to impact 
the lives of students and youth through travel 
experiences that change their lives. 



Vision and Goals

We believe that TRAVEL CHANGES YOUNG LIVES FOR 
GOOD, and to that end, SYF strives to provide access to 
travel opportunities for the maximum number of 
young people that would otherwise be unavailable due 
to family economic hardship, budget cuts to the school 
systems or simply lack of access to or education about 
travel as a learning experience.







SYTA Youth Foundation's Core 
Scholarships, Programs & Awards 

• Road Scholarship

• Riley Hunter World is a Classroom Essay Contest 

• Silver Lining 

• Next Generation 

• Running for Youth 

• Awards: Youth First & Visionary



Additional SYTA Youth Foundation 
Programs:

• Partnership with American Experience Foundation:

– DC Rite of Passage 

– DC Backyard Bound 

• Students on Broadway w/Disney Theatrical Group 



Road Scholarship

When a class trip is planned – whether performance-based, educational, 
or other – teachers & program leaders can apply for a SYTA Youth 
Foundation “Road” Scholarship of up to $1,000 per student.  

The Road Scholarship program was created to provide eligible students 
and young people financial assistance so they could have the opportunity 

to experience the gift of travel. 

Benefactor donations directly support this program.



Silver Lining 

When a group of youth is affected by a common hardship, costly 
experiences like travel become an unattainable luxury.  For these 
students, the SYTA Youth Foundation provides the Silver Lining they 
need.  Each year, an all-expense paid trip is granted to help 
approximately 35 students & youth.  The students typically come 
from our annual conference host city.  

The Silver Lining Program’s mission is to recognize deserving 
students who have demonstrated through their action, intention, 
or circumstance, the desire to expand their awareness, creating a 
dramatic life change.



Next Generation

Next Generation is a program funded through a grant 
from SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment where 
underprivileged youth will have the ability to engage in 
interactive and innovative learning experiences that 
teach them firsthand how to take care of animals and 
their wildlife habitats. The students will also learn 
about conservation and how they can impact their 
environment. 



Running For Youth Program
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Your Participation Supports SYF

2017 SYTA Annual Conference Foundation Events

• Golf Classic Parings Party/Casino Thursday, August 24,7:00pm-10:00pm
• Golf Classic Friday, August 25, 7:00am
• Patron Reception Saturday August 26, 6:30pm-8:00pm
• Run/Walk/Slumber Sunday, August 27, 5:45 am
• SYTA Youth Foundation Luncheon Sunday, August 27, 11:30 pm-1:45pm
• DYMO Sunday, August 27, 8:00pm-11:30pm
• Silent Auction Closes Monday, August 28, 6:30pm



Donor Categories Description

Chairman’s Circle $25,000+ over 5 years

Platinum Circle $10,000-$24,999 over 5 years

Benefactors $5,000 over 5 years

Wingmen $375

Runners Contributors/Participants from Running for 
Youth 

General Donations Donations from outside organizations and events

Revenue Partners Corporate revenue sharing

Event Participants Golf, DYMO, Run Walk Slumber, etc.



Endowment “Acorn” Fund 

Creating a sustainable future for 

the SYTA Youth Foundation

$1 million in “Acorn” Fund by 

SYF contributes a percentage of its donations annually to this 
fund. We are excited to announce that in 2017 we contributed 

$50,000, which increased our current Endowment Fund to 
$717,545. YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TOO! Help this fund continue 

to grow. Join our “In A Nutshell ” movement and help us surpass 
our $1M dollar goal by 2020.
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Donor Resources



sytayouthfoundation.org 

sytayouthfoundation.org


Donor Toolkit 

Add hyperlink



Add hyperlink





How Can I Get Involved?
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SYTA Staff
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Carylann Assante, CAE

Executive Director

703-245-8089

cassante@syta.org

Emily Milligan

Associate Director

703-610-1266

emilligan@syta.org

Lisa Berretta

Senior Manager, Member Relations

703-610-9034

lberretta@syta.org

Becky Armely

Manager, Operations and Projects

703-610-9028

barmely@syta.org

Hazel Mejia

Membership and Development Coordinator

703-610-0241

hmejia@syta.org

Hannah Degn

Membership and Administration Coordinator

703-610-0250

hdegn@syta.org
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