
WORLD IS A CLASSROOM
ESSAY CONTEST

APPLY TODAY!

The World is a Classroom Essay Contest was created in recognition of Ripley Hunter, Co-Founder and Past Chair  
of the SY  TA Youth Foundation (SYF) for his commitment and dedication to changing young lives through travel.  

Based on the belief that travel is essential for a complete education, it is SYF’s goal to make a positive dif ference, 
through travel, in the young lives of our global citizens.  Since its inception, the SY  TA Youth Foundation has 

impacted more than 8,500  students. 

The World is a Classroom Essay contest is a scholarship granted to f ive individuals whose essays 
meet the criteria within four categories:

L E G  I  B  I  L I T  Y   |  S  I  N C E R  I T  Y   |   C R E AT  I  V  I T  Y   |   C O N T E N T  
Al l  scho  la  r  sh i  ps  a  re  ve  t  ted  a  nd a  p p  roved thro u g  h the  SYF B  o a  rd  o f  Trus  tee  s  .

W H O  C A N  A P P LY ?

Any student (grades 9-12) who is currently enrolled in a secondary public or private academic institution is 
encouraged to use their creativity to compose an essay that illustrates their personal story of how travel has 
impacted their lives. 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  visit sy tayouthfoundation.org/scholarships/world-is-a-classroom-essay-contest  |   Q U E S T I O N S  email info@sy tayouthfoundation.org

A P P L I  C A T  I  O N  P E  R  I  O D S :

Application Opens: February 2 ,  2026 
Application Closes: April 24 ,  2026 
Announced the week of June 22,  2026

H O W  M U C H  I S  AWA R D E D?

The author of the winning essay will be awarded a $1,500.00 
scholarship and may be asked to share their essay in person or by 
video at a SY TA Youth Foundation vir tual or in-person event.  The 
2nd through 5th essay winners will receive a $1,000 scholarship and 
all winning essays will be featured in the Teach & Travel magazine.  

https://sytayouthfoundation.org/world-is-a-classroom-scholarship-application
http://sytayouthfoundation.org/scholarships/world-is-a-classroom-essay-contest
mailto:info%40sytayouthfoundation.org?subject=



